INTRODUCTION
The geological history of the Esterel is described by Bordet (1951 Bordet ( , 1966 ; for a summary of the tectonical relations in southern France one is referred to Aubouin and Mennessier (1963) .
The present study has been carried out at the Department of Palaeobotany In order to cut down the possibility of interpreting palaeomagnetic data erroneously, accurate age determinations of the formations studied are required.
With special regard to the programme of investigations on Permian palaeomagnetism carried out in Utrecht, the author has proposed a liaison between the disciplines of palaeomagnetism and palynology (Visscher, 1967) . Hymenophyllites weissii, and a wood fragment resembling Arthropitys. Bordet (1966) Bordet, 1951 Bordet, ,1966 The presence of very well-preserved fossil coniferous wood in a nearby locality is reported by Boureau (1949) . Structurally this wood seems to be comparable with fossil wood from German Zechstein deposits (cf. Schweitzer, 1960) (Heer, 1876) and from the southern Alps (e.g., Gumbel, 1879).
Quantitative data on the composition of these Thuringian assemblages is scarce.
In the German Zechstein foliage of Ullmannia (U. frumentaria and/or U. bronni) seems to be dominant (cf. Schweitzer, 1960 Schweitzer, , 1968 
